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ABSTRACT 


The application of the name Blechnum capense Burm.f. is discussed and a lecto- 
type is proposed for this taxon. 


UITTREKSEL 
DIE GEBRUIK VAN DIE NAAM BLECHNUM CAPENSE BURM.F. 


Die gebruik van die naam Blechnum capense Burm.f. word bespreek en ’n lekto- 
tipe word vir die betrokke taxon voorgestel. 


DISCUSSION 


Schelpe (1979) proposed the new name, Blechnum sylvaticum, for the 
taxon more widely known as B. capense (L.) Schlechtend. 

In 1768 the younger Burmann published the name Blechnum capense. 
Although the name was validly published, Christensen in his Index Filicum 
(1905), cited it as “nomen = B. australe L.” 

Three years later (1771), the name Osmunda capensis, based on a Koe- 
nig collection from the Cape, was published by Linnaeus. Until recently, 
Christensen’s treatment, with Linnaeus as the authentic author of B. ca- 
pense was widely accepted. 

The identity of B. capense Burm.f. however remained questionable. 
When Schelpe studied collections in the Burmann herbarium at Geneve, 
material of the species involved was apparently not available. In 1979, Mr. 
Linder, a student of orchidology, produced a photograph on request of 
Schelpe, of what appeared to be the type of B. capense Burm.f. Burmann’s 
handwriting does not appear on the sheet, but a note in the hand of Houttyn 
reading “Blechnum capense appellavit N. L. Burmannus . . .”, 1s pinned to 
the sheet. This consists of a mixed collection. The description given by Bur- 
mann is brief and as stated by Schelpe, can apply to any of the two species 
on the sheet. For this reason and on the fact that the epithet “capense L.” 1s 
illegitimate in being superfluous. Schelpe based his argument and proposed 
the new name B. sylvaticum. l 

However, Linder failed to find a second sheet of Blechnum in the Bur- 
mann herbarium. This sheet contains fertile and sterile material of 5. c^- 
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pense (L.) Schlechtend. The name Osmunda capensis appears several times 
on the sheet, but none of them are in the hand of Burmann. The name 
Acrostichum sorbifolium, in the hand of Montin, as well as a determination 
slip of Schelpe reading “Blechnum capense (L.) Schlechtend. 1967”, appear 
on the sheet. Burmann’s brief description can also apply to this specimen. 

Although Houttyn writes ‘“‘appellavit N. L. Burmannus”, the second 
sheet cannot be ignored. Clear annotations on both sheets show that they 
originally formed part of the Burmann collection. A further annotation on 
the sheet shows that Delessert, purchaser of the Burmann herbarium, later 
incorporated it into his herbarium. 

In accordance with the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature 
(Article 7.5 and Recommendation 7B), the author proposes that the sheet 
determined by Schelpe as Blechnum capense be regarded as lectotype of 
B. capense Burm.f. (Fig. 1). 

The correct citation of Burmann’s species is therefore as follow: 


Blechnum capense Burm.f., Fl. Cap. Prodr. in Fl. Ind.: 28 (1768). Type: 
Cape (G, lectotype!). 

Osmunda capensis L., Mant. pl. Alt.: 306 (1771). Type: Habitat inter 
montes Cap b. Spei, inter montem tabularem et Diaboli, ad rivulum. Koenig 
22 (LINN 1244/II, holotype!). 

Blechnum capense (L.) Schlechtend., Adumbr.: 34, t.18 (1825). 

Blechnum sylvaticum Schelpe, Jl S. Afr. Bot. 45(2): 221 (1979). Type: 
As for Osmunda capensis L. 


REFERENCES 

Burmann, N. L., 1768. Prodromus Florae Capensis: 28. Lugduni Batavorum. 
vorum. 

CHRISTENSEN, C., 1906. Index Filicum: 152. København: Hagerup. 

INTERNATIONAL CODE OF BOTANICAL NOMENCLATURE, 1978. Utrecht: Bohn, Scheltema 
& Holkema. 

LINNAEUS, C., 1771. Mantissa plantarum Altera: 306. Holmiae. 

ScHELPE, E. A. C. L. E., 1979. A new name for Blechnum capense (L.) Schlechtend. 
JIS. Afr. Bot. 45(2): 221. 


Application of name Blechnum capense Burm. iB 453 


Fie, 1: 
Lectotype of Blechnum capense Burm.f. 


